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REpresentational State Transfer
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REpresentational State Transfer

REST :

REST API enables transfer of representation 

of a resource’s state



REST Request / Response

Client Server

Request for resource’s state

Order no. 17

State:

- The current resource properties

- Result of an action on the resource

Response with the resource’s state 
representation

Order no. 17 representation



REST Request / Response

Client Server

Request to delete a resource

Order no. 17

Response with the resource’s state 
representation

Resource deleted



REST Request / Response over HTTP

Client Server

Request for resource’s state

Order no. 17

Response with the resource’s state 
representation

Order no. 17 representation



REST Request / Response over HTTP

Client Server

Request for resource’s state

GET /api/order/17

Response with the resource’s state 
representation

200 OK, JSON



Structure of REST API Request

Method

URL

Headers

Body

HTTP Verb (GET, POST, PUT, DELETE…)

Location of the resource + parameters

Meta-data of the request (User Agent…)

Contents of the request (optional)



Structure of REST API Request

Method
URL

Headers



Structure of REST API Response

Status Code

Headers

Body

200 (Success), 404 (Not Found), etc…

Meta-data of the response (Content Type…)

Contents of the response (optional)



Structure of REST API Response

Status

Body

Headers



Response Types

• Usually JSON

• Can be also XML or HTML

• Rarely used


